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Historians still dispute the 
importance of the various 
causes that led to the 
outbreak of World War I 
but they are agreed that it 
resulted from the clash of 
empires.  

Before 1871 Germany was a collection of 
states and statelets.  After unification, the 
dominant state became militaristic Prussia, 
which wanted Weltmacht, world power, 
to create a German empire to rival those 
of Britain, France and, to a lesser extent, 
Austria-Hungary and Russia.  

To this end it waged two brief wars, against 
Austria in 1866 and France in 1870, 
capturing territories from both, and started 
to build up its navy to challenge the British 
Empire. The Turkish Ottoman Empire had 
designs on territories ruled by Austria-
Hungary. Newly unified (1870) Italy had 
land claims against both Austria and France 
and was dreaming of re-establishing the old 
Roman Empire. 

The assassination of Franz Ferdinand, heir 
to the throne of the Austrian Empire, in June 
1914 initially seemed politically insignificant 
but it triggered a series of events that 
culminated in war.  

It was only called the First World War later.  
At the time it was known as the Great War 
because it involved so many powers.  
Germany and Austria had concluded an 
alliance in 1879 and were joined by Italy in 
1882. France and Russia signed a treaty in 
1891.  Britain had an alliance with Japan.  
Although it had no formal treaty with 
the United States, the two were linked by 
language, culture and similar political values.  

When the war started the various powers 
were roughly equally matched.  Although 
Germany had better equipment, France and 
Russia had much larger armies and Britain’s 
navy was superior to the others.  

This was a recipe for stalemate.  Politicians 
might tell their peoples it would all be over 
in a few months but very soon the opposing 
sides became literally bogged down in lengthy 
battles in which thousands of men on both 
sides died to gain only a few kilometres of 
territory that might be recaptured months 
later.  

Initially the war was fought on two fronts:  
the Western Front in the areas of Belgium 
and Northern France and the Eastern 
Front on the Russian borders.  Later the 
war spread to the various powers’ colonial 
possessions in Africa and Asia but this was 
not a big part of the First World War.
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28 June 1914 Assassination of Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne, in Sarajevo by Serbian 
terrorist Gavril Princip.

28 July 1914 Austria declares war on Serbia and demands help from Germany against Russia, which 
mobilises its forces with the aim of defending fellow Slavs.

3 August 
1914

Germany invades neutral Belgium on the way to invade France.

4 August 
1914

Britain declares war on Germany because of its violation of  Belgian neutrality.  The 
Navy begins to patrol the Mediterranean to prevent supplies being delivered to the Axis.  

August 1914 Recruiting begins.  Britain did not have conscription until 1916 so all its first servicemen 
were volunteers.  At the outbreak of war men were encouraged to join local units, known 
as pals’ battalions because it was thought that soldiers would fight better if they were 
with their family, friends and neighbours.  Five volunteer battalions were raised in East 
and West Ham, including the 178th Howitzer Brigade RFA, 141st (East Ham) Heavy 
Battery Royal Garrison Artillery, 36th Ammunition Brigade and 32nd Battalion, Royal 
Fusiliers. In the Royal Artillery, the 173rd Brigade was the West Ham Brigade and 
183rd was the East Ham Brigade. There were also four gun brigades raised by  Thames 
Ironworks – the 174th, 179th, 184th and 186th Brigades (“Thames Ironworks”).  More 
than 100,000 men from West Ham volunteered to serve in various units. The 13th 
Battalion of the Essex Regiment became a Pals Battalion.  Most, but not all, were from 
West Ham – they were supporters of the local football team and their battle cry was “Up 
the Irons”.

14 August 
1914 

Two incidents of anti-German feeling were reported in the local papers.  A British ship’s 
officer was attacked in Hallsville, Canning Town, by a crowd who thought he was German 
and in West Ham a drunk was knocked down by an Englishman he accused of being 
German.  The drunk was fined.  About this time, a pub on Stratford Broadway called the 
King of Prussia changed its name to the patriotic King Edward VII.

1 September 
1914

The MP for West Ham North, Baron Maurice de Forest, volunteers for active service. 
14,500 men from West Ham have already volunteered.  

5-10 
September 
1914

Battle of the Marne, involving the British Expeditionary Force and the French army, stops 
the German advance 50km from Paris.

15 September 
1914

First trenches dug.  Eventually these will stretch from the North Sea to the Swiss border.

18 October 
1914

First Battle of Ypres begins and lasts until 22 November.  

6 November 
1914 

German spy Carl Hans Lody shot in the Tower of London and buried in East London 
Cemetery.

December 
1914

German internment camp, also used for prisoners of war, opened in Carpenters Road, 
Stratford.

December 
1914

Unofficial Christmas truce between soldiers on both sides with exchanges of gifts, carol 
singing and games of football.

The borough of Newham was 
created in 1965.  Before that 
there were two boroughs, 
East Ham and West Ham, 
each with their own mayor.  
In 1914, these were Robert 
Banks-Martin and Henry 
Dyer respectively.

Timeline 
The countries that joined France and Great 
Britain were known as the Allied Powers or 
the Entente, those on the German side were 
called the Central Powers or the Axis.

This timeline does not include all battles, 
or all events of the War, just those which 
most affected the people of East and West 
Ham or in which a large number of East and 
West Ham servicemen were involved.  All 
the battles on the Russian front and in the 
Balkans, for example, are omitted.

28 June 1914 Assassination of Franz Ferdinand

15 September First trenches dug.



February 
1915

Beginning of Allied campaign in the Dardanelles (Turkey) lasting until January 1916.

February 
1915

Beginning of Allied campaign in Mesopotamia (Iraq) which lasts until November 1915.

10-13 March 
1915

Battle of Neuve Chapelle.  British and Indian forces capture this village.

1 April 1915 West Ham Battalion declared full.

22 April 1915 Second Battle of Ypres, which last until 27 May. Germans use poison gas (chlorine) for 
the first time.

25 April 1915 Beginning of the Gallipoli campaign (part of the Dardanelles) against Turkey, lasting until 
9 January 1916.  George Drewry from Forest Gate wins his VC here on the first day.

4 May 1915 Second Battle of Artois, lasting until 18 June.

7 May 1915 The RMS Lusitania sunk by a German submarine off the coast of Ireland.  This provoked 
serious anti-German riots in West Ham, Canning Town,  East Ham, Upton Park and 
Leyton. On 12 May, a huge crowd attacked the house of Martha Mittenzwei, a German 
immigrant, in Manor Park.

23 May 1915 Italy, initially neutral, joins the war on the Allied side.

31 May 1915 First Zeppelin raid on London.  The airship passes over Stoke Newington, Hackney and 
Stratford.  Seven people are killed.

June 1915 Beginning of Allied campaign in Cameroon, lasting until June 1916.

July 1915 By now some 25,000 men from West Ham had volunteered and the Borough Council 
agreed to pay £10 to the dependents of those killed in action or who died as the result of 
wounds or disease. 

August 1915 Allied campaign in East Africa begins and lasts until November

September 
1915

Disused Brunner Mond factory in Silvertown, previously making caustic soda, reopened 
to manufacture TNT.

25 September 
1915

Battle of Loos, lasting until 4 November.

14 October 
1915

Bulgaria enters the war on the side of the Axis

January 
1916 

Introduction of conscription. Formation of local tribunals headed by the Mayors of East 
and West Ham. 

April 1916 Edgar Kinghorn Myles (from East Ham) – Lieutenant, Welch Regiment – awarded VC for 
his actions in Mesopotamia. 

31 May 1916 Battle of Jutland.  
John (Jack) Cornwell (from Manor Park), Boy – First Class, on HMS Chester, awarded 
VC. Super-Dreadnought battleship HMS Thunderer – the last vessel constructed by 
Thames Ironworks at Canning Town and the last warship built on the Thames – takes 
part in the battle.  

19 January 
1917

Silvertown Explosion.  

April 1917 Harold Sanford Mugford (from East Ham) – Lance Corporal, Machine Gun Corps – awarded 
VC for his actions at Monchy-le-Preux. 

February 
1918 

Representation of the People Act passed giving the vote to women over 30 for the first 
time – partly as a result of the prominent role they played during the war.

March 1918 Bernard Cassidy (from Canning Town) posthumously awarded VC for his actions at the 
Battle of Arras   

May 1918 Visit of King George V and Queen Mary to East Ham Town Hall to inspect the work of the 
local branch of Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild which was making bandages and other 
items for the Red Cross. Last air raid on London – including bombs dropped on Third 
Avenue, Manor Park, involving several deaths. 

11 November 
1918 

Armistice.  

January 
1919 

Councillor Robert Banks-Martin, Mayor of East Ham from 1914 to 1918, visits troops 
from East Ham on the western front.

19 July 1919 National Peace Day celebrations with street parties throughout East and West Ham.

August 1919 Race riots in Canning Town as troops return.

July 1921 Unveiling of the East Ham War Memorial in Central Park.

Timeline 



VICTORIA CROSS

On 16 May 1916 he joined 
the Irish Guards as a lance 
corporal and later on 22 
September 1917 he was 
promoted to Acting 2nd 
Lieutenant in the 2nd 
Battalion of the Lancashire 
Fusiliers. This appointment 
was later confirmed. 
 

Fampoux
The village of Fampoux, east of Arras, had 
been captured from the Germans during the 
Battle of Arras which lasted from 9 April-16 
May 1918, but the Germans were desperate to 
regain the area and on 28 March 1918 made 
a heavy attack on the British and French 
lines. The village was vital to both sides.   
Bernard was in command of the left company 
of his battalion during the final series of 
German attacks. 

He was ordered to hold on to the British 
position at all costs and this is what he did.  
Although the enemy came in overwhelming 
numbers, and bombarded his position, he 
rallied and encouraged his men, until the 
company was eventually surrounded and he 
was killed.  His orderly, the soldier who looked 
after him like a kind of valet, survived and 
was taken prisoner.  

After heavy shelling and fierce fighting, 
German infantry recaptured part of the 
village but the Allied forces maintained their 
hold on the remainder. Many hundreds of 
men were killed.

At his death Bernard’s Army assets totalled 
£8 6s 4d but he had a mess bill of 14s 8d for 
drinks bought in the soldiers’ bar.  His father 
had died, aged 51, in 1917 so his mother 
received a total of £7 14s 8d.  At the time of 
Bernard’s death, all four of his brothers, John 
(27), Martin (22), Joseph (23) and James (20) 
were serving in France.  Only his youngest 
sister, Kathleen, was at home in Watford Street 
with his mother.
 
Bernard is remembered in the Faubourg-
d’Amiens Cemetery on the Arras Memorial 
for those who have no known grave.  
Bernard Cassidy Street in Canning Town is 
named after him.  His VC medal is on display 
in the Imperial War Museum.

Bernard 
Cassidy

London Gazette,  
30th April, 1918
“For most conspicuous bravery, self-sacrifice, 
and exceptional devotion to duty during 
an hostile attack. At a time when the flank 
of the division was in danger, Lt. Cassidy 
was in command of the left company of his 
battalion, which was in close support. 

He was given orders prior to the attack that 
he must hold on to his position to the last. He 
most nobly carried this out to the letter. The 
enemy came on in overwhelming numbers 
and endeavoured to turn the flank. 

He, however, continually rallied his men 
under a terrific bombardment. The enemy 
were several times cleared out of the trench 
by his personal leadership. His company was 
eventually surrounded, but Lt. Cassidy still 
fought on, encouraging and exhorting his 
men until he was eventually killed. 

By his most gallant conduct the whole attack 
was held up at this point and the left flank 
was undoubtedly saved from what might 
have been a disaster.”

Sgt Bernard Cassidy

Bernard Cassidy’s mother Julia and brother Martinat Buckingham Palace1918

(Canning Town)

The Victoria Cross is the highest military 
decoration awarded for valour “in the face of 
the enemy” to members of the armed forces 

of various Commonwealth countries, and 
previous British Empire territories.



VICTORIA CROSS

John “Jack” Travers 
Cornwell was born on  
8 January 1900 in Leyton, 
Essex, the son of Eli and Lily 
Cornwell.  His family later 
moved to Alverstone Road, 
Manor Park. 

He attended Walton Road School, which 
was renamed after him in 1929.  He left 
school when he was 14 to start work as a 
delivery boy.  He was also a Scout in the 
11th East Ham Troop.  As well as gaining his 
Tenderfoot badge there, he won an award for 
freeing a girl from a drain.  

At the outbreak of war, his father, an ex-
soldier, and his older half-brother, Arthur, 
volunteered for the Army and Jack tried 
to join the Navy.  He was turned down 
because at 14 he was too young.  A year 
later in October 1915 he re-applied, without 
his father’s permission, and was accepted. 
As well as basic training on HMS Vivid at 
Plymouth Jack learned to be a Sight Setter or 
Gun Layer, helping to aim the guns.

On completion of his training in 1916, Jack 
was assigned to HMS Chester and travelled 
to Rosyth in Scotland to join his ship.  A 
few weeks later on 31 May the Chester was 
involved in the Battle of Jutland and came 
under fire from four German cruisers.  The 
gun mounting where Jack was the sight 
setter was hit and all the gun’s crew, except 
for him, killed.  

Jack
Cornwell

Jack himself was severely wounded by 
shards of metal embedded in his chest, but 
managed to stand up and remain at his post, 
waiting for further orders, until the heavily 
damaged Chester retired from the battle to 
the port of Immingham in Lincolnshire. 

He was taken to Grimsby Hospital where he 
died on 2 June 1916 before his mother could 
get there.  He was buried in a common grave, 
which was for people too poor to pay for an 
elaborate funeral or a headstone, in Manor 
Park Cemetery.  He was only 16.

At first his death did not seem remarkable 
but three months later the ship’s captain, 
Robert Lawson, described the events to the 
British Admiralty and it was recognised 
that Jack Cornwell had shown exceptional 
courage. At first the Admiralty was 
not prepared to recommend him for a 
posthumous VC but eventually agreed.  

His recommendation was put forward by 
Admiral David Beatty and endorsed by King 
George V.  Jack’s mother was presented with 
the medal by the King on 16 November 1916 
at Buckingham Palace.

Jack Cornwell funeral

Deck plate HMS Chester

Jack Cornwell family home

(Manor Park)



VICTORIA CROSS

Jack’s story and his brave 
devotion to duty caught the 
public’s imagination.  He was 
reburied with full military 
honours on 29 July 1916 
in a ceremony attended by 
the mayor of East Ham and 
hundreds of mourners.  

A few months later in October 1916, his 
father Eli, aged 63, died from bronchitis while 
serving with the army in Britain and was 
interred in the same grave.  The Boy Cornwell 
Memorial Fund was set up and received some 
£35,000 in donations.  As well as official 
recognition, Jack was depicted in three sets of 
cigarette cards: Famous Boys, Famous Minors 
and VC holders.  

Towards the end of the war on 29 August 
1918 Arthur Cornwell, Jack’s half-brother, 
was serving in the London Regiment and was 
killed in action in France, leaving a widow 
May Elizabeth.  He is remembered on the 
memorial at Ecoust-St.Mein.  

His mother died impoverished on 31 October 
1919.  She was 48.  She had been receiving 
10s a week from the Royal Navy and also 
Jack’s pension of 6s 6d but found it a struggle 
to support herself and three of the children 
and was working to supplement  her income.  

After her death, the two children who 
remained at home received a pension of £60 
per year, which was not enough to support 
them. They emigrated to Canada in the 1920s. 

Jack’s medal was loaned to the Imperial War 
Museum in 1968 by his half-sister Alice.  The 
portrait by Salisbury hangs in the church 
at the Royal Navy’s shore-based training 
establishment at HMS Raleigh at Torpoint in 
Cornwall.  

The Cornwell Scout Badge is awarded in 
respect of pre-eminently high character and 
devotion to duty, together with great courage 
and endurance. A street in Manor Park is also 
named after him.

Jack
Cornwell

The award was published in the London 
Gazette on 15 September 1916. 

“The KING has been graciously pleased to 
approve the grant of the Victoria Cross to 
Boy, First Class, John Travers Cornwell, 
O.N.J.42563 (died 2 June 1916), for the 
conspicuous act of bravery specified below. 
Mortally wounded early in the action, Boy, 
First Class, John Travers Cornwell remained 
standing alone at a most exposed post, 
quietly awaiting orders, until the end of 
the action, with the gun’s crew dead and 
wounded all round him. His age was under 
sixteen and a half years.”

The epitaph to Jack 
Cornwell on his grave 
monument reads:

“IT IS NOT WEALTH 
OR ANCESTRY BUT 
HONOURABLE 
CONDUCT AND A 
NOBLE DISPOSITION 
THAT MAKETH  
MEN GREAT.”

Daily Setch September 1916

Letter from Jack Cornwell 
Jack Cornwell memorial stone



VICTORIA CROSS

George Leslie Drewry was born 
on 3 November 1894, the son 
of Thomas and Mary Drewry. 
His father was the manager of 
a ship repairing company. 

The family lived in Forest Gate, first at 53 
Haslemere Road (now Kitchener Road) then 
at 15 Hampton Road.  Around 1902 they 
moved to 58 Claremont Road.   

George left Merchant Taylors’ School in 
Blackheath about 1908 and began an 
apprenticeship with the Merchant Navy.  
He attended numerous courses, receiving 
glowing reports for his abilities as well as 
his zeal and efficiency.  Before completing 
his apprenticeship in 1913 he had an 
adventurous life at sea, including being 
wrecked on a desert island.  

He then went to work for P&O, like his 
father, and also entered the Royal Naval 
Reserve, professional seamen called upon 
during times of war to assist or to serve in 
the regular Navy.  At the outbreak of war, he 
was called up.

Gallipoli
George was a midshipman, a trainee officer, 
when the ship on which he was serving, HMS 
River Clyde, became part of the Gallipoli 
Campaign.  Gallipoli is a peninsular to the 
north of the Dardanelles.  This narrow 
stretch of water links the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea, and was therefore of 
considerable importance to the Russians, who 
were allies of Britain and France.  

George
Drewry

The aim of the Gallipoli Campaign was to 
secure this strategic point and to capture 
Constantinople (now called Istanbul), which 
was the capital of the Ottoman Empire, allies 
of Germany and the other Central Powers. 
The naval attack was repelled and the land 
campaign was also defeated.  After eight 
months’ fighting, in which many thousands 
on both sides were killed, the Allied forces 
withdrew to Egypt.

During this campaign, on 25 April 1915 
during a landing at Cape Helles, George 
and three other men helped their ship’s 
commander, Edward Unwin, to secure the 
lighters (landing craft).  They were under 
very heavy rifle and machine gun fire.  
Despite being wounded in the head, George 
carried on with his work, even trying to swim 
from lighter to lighter with a rope to fasten 
them.  For this he was awarded the VC.

In 1916 he was promoted to Sub-Lieutenant 
and later to Lieutenant but died in an 
accident on 3 August 1918 whilst on active 
service on HM Trawler William Jackson at 
Scapa Flow in the Orkney Islands. A block fell 
from a derrick and fractured his skull. He 
was 24.

He is buried in City of London Cemetery.  
His medal is on display at the Imperial War 
Museum. 

(Forest Gate)



VICTORIA CROSS

Harold 
Sanford  
Mugford

Harold Sanford Mugford 
was born on 31 August 1894 
in Bermondsey, the middle 
son of Richard Mugford, 
a solicitor’s clerk, and his 
wife Rose.  When he was a 
child, the family moved to 32 
Wyndham Road, East Ham, 
and later to 2 Gillett Avenue.  

He went to Shrewsbury Road School and 
after leaving became a clerk with a shipping 
company called Furness Withy.  In 1912 he 
also joined the Essex Yeomanry, a volunteer 
cavalry unit, which was mobilised at the start 
of the war. After doing training in Suffolk, 
Harold was posted to France in November 
1914. His unit was at Ypres. 

This Belgian town occupied a strategic 
position because it was on the route of the 
Germans’ planned invasion of Belgium and 
northern France.  It therefore became a 
battleground of the two sides throughout 
much of the war. 

On 13 May 1915 Harold was at Frezenberg 
Ridge, during the second battle of Ypres, 
when his regiment recaptured the front line 
trenches.  He was at Loos, the largest British 
offensive on the Western Front, in 1915 and 
1916.  

During these battles, Harold had a number 
of near escapes, including being buried three 
times when shells exploded near his post.  
In March 1916 he was transferred from the 
Essex Yeomanry to the Machine Gun Corps.

The engagement in which Harold won his 
VC began on 11 April 1917 during the battle 
for Arras in northern France.  His unit was 
ordered to capture the high ground on the 
east and north east of Monchy-le-Preux, a 
village about five miles east of Arras.  

His machine gun squadron managed to hold 
the attacking German forces.  Harold and 
his assistant, his no. 2, were in an exposed 
position and the no. 2 was killed.  

Harold was wounded and then both his legs 
were broken by an incoming shell, but he 
remained with his gun, telling others to take 
cover, and continued firing, inflicting great 
damage on the enemy. He was taken to a 
dressing station to have his wounds dealt 
with, but was again wounded in the arm 
whilst there.

Harold was not expected to survive these 
critical injuries but lived and was brought 
back to England when he needed six 
operations. Both his legs were amputated 
above the knee.  He also had the wound in 
his arm, and shrapnel embedded in his hip, 
tongue and jaw.  He was 23.

After the war he married Amy Key in 1919 
at All Saints’ Church, Forest Gate. Later they 
moved to Chelmsford and Harold involved 
himself in the life of the town, working with 
the amateur dramatics society and giving 
talks to various organisations. He died on 
16 June 1958 and had a military funeral in 
Chelmsford Cathedral.  

He and his wife had no children and his 
wife bequeathed his VC to Furness Withy & 
Company Ltd., his pre-war employers, who 
had continued to pay her husband an ill 
health pension until his death.  The medal is 
now on long-term loan to the Imperial War 
Museum.
  
Harold had two brothers in the armed 
forces.  Richard Mugford was a customs 
official in China, who returned to join up 
after the outbreak of war.  He served in 
the 1st King Edward’s Horse (The King’s 
Overseas Dominions Regiment), and survived. 
The youngest son Percy Mugford joined 
the 4th Essex battalion and died at Gaza 
on 26/03/1917 when he was 18.  He is 
commemorated on the Jerusalem Memorial 
for those who have no known grave.

An article in the Chelmsford Chronicle, Essex 
explains an event which took place on the 
4th February 1949.

A robber was put on probation for two years 
today after robbing the home of Harold 
Mugford VC, and ordered to pay costs of the 
prosecution.

The robber was Mr Leslie Freeman of Senegal 
Road, Bermondsey, broke into Mr Mugford’s 
home, and stole his VC medal among other 
things, whilst he was out.

Harold Mugford died on the 16th June 1958.

(East Ham)



VICTORIA CROSS

Edgar Kinghorn Myles  
was born on 23 July 1894  
in East Ham.  His family  
lived at 147 Milton Avenue 
until 1912, when they  
moved to Wanstead.  

Edgar’s first job, while he was still living in 
East Ham, was as a junior clerk with the Port 
of London Authority.  

He joined the 8th Battalion of the Welsh 
Regiment and was gazetted as an officer, 
but throughout the war he actually served 
with the 9th Battalion of the Worcestershire 
Regiment.  He fought in the Gallipoli 
Campaign with them and saw other actions 
before he won his VC at Sanna-i-Yat in 
Mesopotamia.

Mesopotamia (present day Iraq) was 
part of the Ottoman Empire.  British and 
Indian troops went to the Persian Gulf in 
early November 1914 to protect British oil 
interests.  They swiftly moved further inland 
moving along the Riger Tigris in order to 
capture Baghdad.  

This rapid progress was halted at the Battle 
of Ctesiphon (22-26 November 1915). More 
than half the 8,500 British and Indian 
troops were killed or wounded in the battle 
and the survivors had to retreat.  Next year 
at Sanna-i-Yat, while attempting to relieve 
the town of Kut the following year, Edgar’s 
bravery led to the award of his VC on 9 April 
1916.  He went out alone, under heavy fire, 
on several occasions to assist wounded men 
lying in the open.  He also carried a wounded 
officer to a safe place. He was hit by enemy 
fire while carrying a wounded man, but 
managed to carry on and bring him back to 
safety. He was 21.

Edgar 
Kinghorn 
Myles

Later on, after being promoted to Acting 
Captain, Edgar won the DSO (Distinguished 
Service Order) on 25 January 1917.  This 
is awarded during wartime for meritorious 
or distinguished service by officers of the 
armed forces, usually in combat.  He was also 
wounded in this action. The Citation said: 

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. 
When all the officers except two had become 
casualties, he, for five hours, inspired 
confidence in the defence against two counter-
attacks and sent back most accurate and 
valuable reports of the situation. His courage 
and fine example were largely responsible for 
the steadiness of all ranks under him.”

He was also twice mentioned in despatches, 
which means that his actions were regarded 
as particularly brave or meritorious.

Later life
After the war Edgar was formally transferred 
to the Worcestershire Regiment with which he 
had actually served during the war.  He was 
transferred to The King’s Liverpool Regiment 
in 1923 and was promoted to Captain in 
1925.  He retired from the Army in 1928.

In November 1960 his Decorations and medals 
came on the market. They were bought by The 
Worcestershire Regiment and are now on display 
in the City Museum in Worcester. He died on 
31 January 1977 in Bishopsteignton, Devon.

(East Ham)



Stanley Augustus Holloway 
was born on 1 October 1890 
at 25 Albany Road, the son 
of George and Florence 
Holloway.  He had a sister 
Amelia, who was three years 
older.  The family moved to 
30 Wentworth Road, Manor 
Park when he was a child.  

George, who was a solicitor’s clerk working for 
his father-in-law, deserted the family in 1905 
and went to live with a younger woman and 
their son in South London.  The family never 
heard from him again.

Stanley went to the Worshipful School of 
Carpenters in Stratford, and also joined a 
local choir, which was to have a profound 
influence on his career.  He left school at 14, 
first working as a junior clerk in a boot polish 
factory, earning ten shillings (50p) per week, 
and supplementing his wages by singing.  

In 1905 he became a clerk at Billingsgate Fish 
Market, then located in the City of London.  
Two years later when he was 17 he joined 
the London Rifle Brigade, part of the London 
Regiment of the Territorial Army, as an 
infantry soldier. 

Stanley’s full-time career as an entertainer 
began in 1910 when he joined a concert 
party.  Concert parties were touring variety 
shows, doing songs, comic sketches and the 
like. At this time he was probably supporting 
his mother and sister, who were still living 
in Wentworth Road.  While performing in 
Clacton, he met his first wife, Alice Foran, 
nicknamed Queenie.  They married in 1913 
and settled down there.  Their first child was 
born a year later.  

About the time that the war started, Stanley 
was offered the chance to tour South America 
with another concert party.  He had a wife 
to support and a child on the way so he 
went.  However he became increasingly 
uncomfortable about being abroad while 
Britain was at war so he got released from 
his contract and paid his way home.  Back 
in Clacton, he was wondering how to join up 
when he met a friend in uniform.  

The friend suggested Stanley join his 
regiment, the Connaught Rangers, and he 
volunteered. The Connaught Rangers, known 
as “The Devil’s Own” was an Irish Regiment 
of the British Army, known for their lack of 
military discipline but respected for their 
value as shock troops.

Stanley 
Holloway

Because he had previously done military 
training Stanley was commissioned as 
a subaltern in the 4th Battalion.  After 
doing basic officer training at Freshfield 
near Liverpool he joined his regiment in 
Cork, Ireland, arriving just in time for the 
Easter Rising.  A nationalist group, the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood, started a rebellion 
against British rule on Easter Monday in 1916.  

Eight days later they were defeated by the 
British.  Stanley’s battalion was posted 
to France later that year. He appeared 
at a medical board on 18 May 1917, 
after suffering from an attack of asthma, 
inflammation of his nose and also psoriasis, a 
skin condition aggravated by stress.  He could 
have exaggerated and used these conditions to 
return to Britain but remained with his unit.

As he recorded in his autobiography, Stanley 
was lucky not to be involved in any of the 
major battles of the war.  His battalion was 
at Wytschaete Ridge, part of the Battle of 
Messines, which lasted from 7-14 June 1917.  
This was not as hard and as lengthy a battle 
as so many others were but the soldiers were 
depressed so Stanley was asked to organise 
some shows to cheer them up.  

He was demobilised in 1919 and returned 
to his successful showbiz career.  Stanley 
became famous for his comic monologues and 
also played parts in plays and films.  His best 
known role was Alfred P. Doolittle in My Fair 
Lady, which he played on stage a number of 
times and on film in 1964.

His wife, Queenie, however, did not have an 
easy war.  She had inherited some property 
from her parents but after the rent on the 
premises was not paid, presumably due to 
wartime problems, she turned to money-
lenders to help her get by while her husband 
was abroad.  She did not tell Stanley about 
this and her worries caused her to start 
drinking heavily. Although her debts were 
paid off when Stanley returned home, they 
had financial difficulties and Stanley was 
declared bankrupt in the 1920s. 

After the war they had three more children.  
Queenie died of cirrhosis of the liver, caused 
by excessive alcohol, in 1937. Stanley married 
again, to Violet Marion Lane, in 1939 and 
they had a son, Julian, who also became an 
actor.  On the outbreak of World War II in 
1939 Stanley was too old for service but made 
various propaganda films.

After a 70-year career, and being awarded 
an OBE, Stanley Holloway died on 30 
January 1982.

Stanley Augustus Holloway was born on 
1 October 1890 at 25 Albany Road



The Home 
Front

On the Home Front especially 
in 1915, recruitment had 
started. Women were needed 
to work in factories, and there 
was an anti-German feel in  
the community.  

The Royal family and local businesses had to 
think about changing their names due to this 
anger, a perfect example in West Ham is the 
public house called the King of Prussia, now 
known as the King Edward VII.

The media’s moral panic over German spies led to the local 
persecution of German individuals and businesses; and the 
internment of civilians and prisoners of war in an old jute factory, 
William Ritchie and Sons, on Carpenters Road in Stratford.

Chelmsford Chronicle - Friday 30 April 1915. One battalion of men 
from West Ham was now full and another was planned.

Pettit’s milk delivery barrow. Leyton 1917 Mrs D Turner first East Ham 
conductress 1917

Women started working in factories  
Jeyes Ltd corrugated cardboard cutting machine. c1918.tif

Jeyes Ltd original bottling room c1918

WWI Military Group, East Ham Town Hall

KIng of Prussia Pub which changes its name to the King Edward VII public house

German Shop, Romford Road, Stratford 1914 C Goetz, Butcher, Corner of Harrow Road and High Street North,  
East Ham, c.1910



Soldiers were regularly sent home on leave,  
which enabled them to marry their sweethearts.  
This is shown in various images below.

WWI Wedding 1917

German soldiers 1915 Bomb Damage WW1 Ladysmith Road

Silvertown Explosion 1917. An improvised surgery in the vestry of Barking 
Road Wesleyan Methodist Church

Silvertown Explosion 1917. Feeding homeless survivors at Barking Road 
Wesleyan Methodist Church

East Ham Gun Day 1918 1st Essex Volunteer Regiment 1917

WWI Wedding 1917 Edmund Anderson and wife Dolly

The Home 
Front



Field Marshal Earl Kitchener 
of Khartoum was one of those 
who did not believe it would all 
be over by Christmas.  

He became Minister for War on 5 August 1914 
and immediately called for volunteers. The 
campaign “Your Country Needs You” called for 
100,000 men to enlist.  They would become 
what then will be called Kitchener’s Army, or 
K1.  A few weeks later, Kitchener called for 
another 100,000 volunteers.  They became K2.  
The Essex Regiment had been formed in 1881 
and recruited men from all over Essex.  

The 10th Battalion of the Essex Regiment was 
part of K2.  Formed in September 1914, it 
included men from the boroughs of West and East 
Ham.  A battalion was the basic unit of the British 
Army at the time of World War I.  It consisted 
of up to 1,007 men, divided into 4 platoons, 
subdivided into four sections or companies.  

A few months later in December 1914 the 13th 
Battalion (West Ham) was formed by the Mayor 
and borough council. This was a Pals Battalion, 
made up of supporters of West Ham Football 
Club.  Their battle cry was “Up the Hammers!”  
After training, these battalions were sent to 
France, the 10th in July 1915, the 13th in 
November 1915.

There were many families from Canning Town 
who had their fathers from the Caribbean e.g. 
Jamaica and Barbados. (sbove) James Braithwaite 
and son J, who fought in the first world war.

WW1 uniform WW1 uniform 1915 WW1 uniform 1915

Souvenir Of The Great War 1914 – 1919178th East Ham Brigade RFA Ammunition Column 1915

West Ham Borough Engineer’s Department 
First World War Roll of Honour

WW1 servicemen and civilians

Sid Anderson Edmund Anderson

The Home 
Front


